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SAMPLE LETTER #3

TO:
Membership Committee

RE:
*** ***, M.D.



    APA Distinguished Fellowship Nomination

I have written more than a dozen letters of recommendation for APA Distinguished Fellowship Awards, but never with as much enthusiasm as this letter supporting the nomination of Dr. ***.  I have known Dr. *** for more than ** years, have followed his work very closely, and can only express surprise that this honor has not been conferred earlier.

Let me summarize Dr. ***’s qualifications:

1. Dr. *** was certified by the ABPN in 19**.

2. Dr.*** has been one of the most important contributors to the DSM-IV effort sponsored by APA.  As a member of the *** working group, he combined systematic and comprehensive scholarship with extensive clinical knowledge in a fashion that has been a model for all of our work groups.  Dr. *** has supervised the development and refinement of a valuable series of reviews documenting decisions made for DSM-IV.  He has organized a series of data reanalyses that supplement and provide further documentation for the DSM-IV process.  Dr. *** has also been an important figure in the development of a DSM-IV version for use in primary care.  I would like to emphasize Dr. ***’s dedication and willingness to take on complex and difficult tasks for the Association.  My guess is that very few members have made as much of a time commitment to the Association during the past *** years as has Dr. ***.

3. Dr. *** has also been a tireless worker on behalf of improving patient access to care and to patient educational efforts.  Other letters of recommendation will highlight this.

4. Dr. *** is the clinician I trust most on questions related to the Anxiety and Mood Disorders.  He has a balanced clinical approach that combines a deep knowledge of psychopharmacology with an understanding of the methods and potentials of psychotherapy.

5. Dr. *** is a superb and creative administrator.  He established one of the first and most successful Anxiety Disorders Specialty Clinics and has recently expanded this to provide a specialty clinic devoted to the needs of minority patients.  He has also been brilliant administratively in his leadership role in the DSM-IV effort.

6. Dr. *** is one of the clearest and most effective teachers I have known.  His presentations are comprehensive, scholarly and clinically useful.  It is no surprise that he is one of the most sought after teachers in our field.  Furthermore, he has been especially generous and helpful as a mentor of younger colleagues.

7. Dr. *** is one of the leading researchers in the field of Anxiety Disorders and has made especially important and clinically meaningful contributions to our understanding of Panic Disorders, Social Phobias, and Atypical Depression.

In summary, Dr. *** is one of the few individuals with the talent and energy to excel as a clinician, researcher, educator, and administrator, and also to devote great amounts of time to important APA activities and other public services.  He will grace our Distinguished Fellowship.

Cordially,

***

